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THANK YOU FOR BEING A MEMBER OF THE 
Commemorative Air Force Jayhawk Wing 

- ONE OF OUR GOALS IS TO GROW IN MEMBERSHIP BY 10% - 
2010 
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Contact Col John Wendinger To schedule an event! 



 

Kalinin K-7 
The Soviet Heavy Bomber K-7 Built in Russia during the 1930s. It flew 11 times before crashing 
and killing 15 people. The designer, Konstantin Kalinin, wanted to build two more aircraft, but the 
project was scrapped.  Later Stalin had Kalinin executed. Evidently it was not good to fail on an 
expensive project under Stalin. 
It has propellers on the back of the wings, too. You can count 12 engines facing front. The size 
would be equivalent to the Empire State Building on its side, with cannon. And you think the 747 
was big... not only a bunch of engines but check out the cannons. In the 1930s the Russian army 
was obsessed with the idea of creating huge bombers. At that time they were designed to have as 
many propellers as possible to help carry the huge flying fortresses into the air. Jet propulsion had 
not been invented. Not many photos were saved from those times, because of the high secrecy 
levels of such projects and because a lot of time has passed. Still the attached photos show one of 
these monsters - the heavy bomber K-7. 
 
Kalinin K-7 was a heavy experimental aircraft designed and tested in the Soviet Union in the early 
1930s.  K-7 was of unusual configuration with twin booms and large under wing pods housing 
fixed landing gear and machine gun turrets. In the passenger version, seats were arranged inside 
the 2.3 meter (7 ft 7 in) thick wings. 
The airframe was welded from KhMA chrome-molybdenum steel. The original design called for six 
engines in the wing leading edge but when the projected loaded weight was exceeded, two more 
engines were added to the trailing edges of each wing, one right and one left of the central pas-
senger pod.  However V. Nemecek states in his book "The History of Soviet Aircraft from 1918" 
that there was only one further pusher engine added—this agrees with the specification supplied 
below. 
K-7 first flew on 11 August 1933. Then on 21 November 1933 the aircraft crashed due to structural 
failure of one of the tail booms, killing 14 people aboard and one on the ground. Although two 
more prototypes were ordered in 1933, the project was canceled in 1935 before they could be 
completed.  
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We love our volunteers… and you are always welcome in the 
CAF Jayhawk Wing 



 

General characteristics 
 
     Crew: minimum 11 
     Capacity: 120 passengers in civilian configuration 
     Length: 28 m (91 ft 10 in) 
     Wingspan: 53 m (173 ft 11 in) 
     Height: ? 
     Wing area: 454 m² (4,886.8 ft²) 
     Empty weight: 24,400 kg (53,793 lb) 
     Loaded weight: 38,000 kg (83,776 lb) 
     Powerplant: 7× Mikulin AM-34F V-12 piston engines, 560 kW (750 hp) each  

Performance 

     Maximum speed: 225 km/h (121 knots, 140 mph) 
     Service ceiling: 4,000 m (13,123 ft) 
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Merry Membership 2009: Get 2 $50 Gift Cards! 
This holiday season, give the gift of CAF Membership to your friends and loved ones. Each 
recruited new Colonel to the CAF will receive a $50 gift card to the CAF GiftShop that can be 
used in online at www.cafgiftshop.org or in person at the headquarters GiftShop. But wait! 
Not only will your new recruit receive the gift, you will too! That�s right, recruit just one new 
colonel between Nov. 1 and Dec. 31, 2009, and each of you will receive a $50 gift card to the 
CAF GiftShop.  
 
Program Rules: 
1. Only new member applications received between Nov. 1 and Dec. 31 will allow the recruit 
and recruiter to qualify. No recruits prior to or past these dates will meet requirements.  
2. Recruiter must be an active Colonel  
3. New member must join as a Colonel  
4. To qualify, the recruit must join at full membership dues rate of $200 (Code Name Bravo & 
Active Military Discount do not qualify)  
5. Rejoining Colonels who have been a member within the last 1 year do not qualify 
(membership must have been dropped 12 consecutive months to qualify for incentive)  
6. Gift Card must be used by May 31, 2010, and can be used in the CAF GiftShop, on orders 
through CAF Quartermaster Catalog or online at www.cafgiftshop.org 

SALUTE TO VALOR  
Please start gathering  those auction items.  We are going to need some spectacular stuff!.  
We are also going to need someone to be in charge of gathering the Auction items, and 
someone to be in charge of getting the donation slips filled out for auction tables. 
  
Please contact Col Phyllis Sears ASAP to volunteer or if you have questions. 
  
 
VOLINTEERS NEEDED 
 
1. Auction Item Coordinator - 
Pick up / receive all auction items.  Collect and manage donations as they come in.  Store 
these items in the hangar and make sure a donation form has been filled out for each item. 
Help transport and set up all donated items the day of the event. 
 
2. Auction Tables Coordinator - 
Manage the donation tables.  Set up the table displays and place donation cards for each.  
Help transport and set up all donated items the day of the event. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

1  
  
  
  
  
  

2 
5:30 p.m. 
Flite Nite 

  
  
  
  

3 
  

4 
  

5 
8:00 Breakfast 

 
  
  

6 
  
  
  
  
  

7 
6:00 Staff Meeting 

  
  
  
  

8 
7:00 Gen. Meeting  

Christmas Party  
  
  
  

9 
5:30 p.m. 
Flite Nite 

  
  
  
  

10 
  
  
  
  
  

11 
  
  
  
  
  

12 
8:00 Breakfast 

10:00am 
Hangar Work Party 

  
  

13 
  
  
  
  
  

14 
VETERANS 

LECTURESHIP 
At the hangar 

  
  
  

15 
 VETERANS 

LECTURESHP 
Scotch & Sirloin  

  
  
  

16 
5:30 p.m.  
Flite Nite 

  
  
  

17 
  
  
  
  
  

18 
VETERANS 

LECTURESHIP 
At the hangar.  

19 
8:00 Breakfast 

  

20 
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22 
  
  
  
  
  

23 
5:30 p.m.  
Flite Nite 
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25 
 MERRY  

CHRISTMAS 
  

26 
8:00 Breakfast 

  
  

27 
  
  
  

28 
  
  
  
  
  

29 
  
  
  
  
  

30 
5:30 p.m.  
Flite Nite 

  
  
  
  

31 
 HAPPY 

NEW YEAR 
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9 
8:00 Breakfast 
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 5:30 p.m.  
Flite Nite 
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VETERANS 

LECTURESHIP 
At the hangar.  

  
  
  

16 
8:00 Breakfast 

  

17 
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20 
5:30 p.m.  
Flite Nite  

  
  

21 
  
  
  
  
  

22 
  
  

23 
8:00 Breakfast 
Wing Planning Meeting 
(No location yet?) 

 
  

24 
  
  

---------------------- 
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For a $125.00 donation or more, our advertisers will have their business logo displayed in this 
newsletter, CAF Jayhawk Wing web site and various publications used during the year. 
If you would like to be a CAF Jayhawk Wing Advertiser, please contact us: cafjahawks@gmail.com  

5925 West Kellogg - Wichita, KS 

Wichita, Kansas Wichita, Kansas 



 

CAF Jayhawk Wing 
2560 S. Kessler 
Wichita, KS 67217  

{Mailing address} 

www.cafjayhawks.org 

 

  

 

Commemorative Air Force Jayhawk Wing, Wichita, KS 

Staff Officers 
WING LEADER 
Col Phyllis Sears                                                                (316) 655-7759 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Col Chuck Harley                                                              (316) 794-8399 
FINANCE OFFICER 
Mary Green                                                                       (316) 651-6136 
ADJUTANT 
Col Dan DeMott                                                               (316) 722-9824 
OPERATIONS OFFICER 
Col Ben Sorensen                                                              (316) 522-5482 
MAINTENANCE OFFICER 
Col Earl Long                                                                   (316) 943-5510 
SAFETY OFFICER 
Col Robert Crook                                                              (316) 733-4552 

Support Staff 
PX OFFICER-  
Col Roger Cunningham                                                         ( 316) 250-8708 
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER 
Herb Duncan                                                                         (316) 943-2455 
RECRUITING OFFICER 
Col John Bartholomew                                                           (316) 729-9008 
WEBMASTER 
Col Herb Duncan                                                                   (316) 943-2455 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Col Herb Duncan                                                                    316) 943-2455 


